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instructed to ihfonti the pfeopie of 
the Hkgttliitf of ttieur procewiings ; 
and to say Uiat thfc ftesbylery would 
«ev«r cotiseht to iheir rejection of 
Mr. Adams, unlil they clearly prov- 
td, that Mr. Adams, from his im- 
moralities, iieglEct of duty, &c. &c. 
Was Unworthy of the pastoral office. 

1 request to know through 
«ort)e of the writers for the maga- 
eine, learned in the taw, whether 
tlie Test Act as to Ireland, ^be ac- 
tually repealed or not, and if so, 
wrhtn ? Asa lawyer lately atTirnifd, 
that Baroh M'Cleland had said 
that it >vas nut. I wi.sh also to know 
if, supposing that this act be repeal- 
ed, members of the established 
church are obligetl to (]ua!ifv, and if 
Disiaitirs only are exempted by the 
repeal of the act ? A. Z. 
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HtrNTER, MAYOR. 

JN a meetiog or assembly of the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Liverymen of the se- 
veral companies of the City of London, 
in Common-Hall assembled, at tbe Guild- 
ball of the said City, on Thursday, 26th 
day of March, 1812, 
Rtstl-ori — 1. That ore have long seen and 
felt, with the deepeec concern and anxiety, 
the prevalence and baneful effects of a cor- 
rupt and unconstitutional influence in the 
administration of the government, equally 
dangerous to the hon«urand independence 
of the Crown, and to the liberty and hap- 
jiiness of the people. 

8. That among other pernicious effects 
of this system, the public resources have 
been dissipated in wild and disgraceful 
projects, in numerous frauds and pecula- 
tions, in useless places, pensions, sine- 
cures, and reversions, and in expensive 
enablisbments, having no apparent ob- 
ject but the increase of ministerial patron- 
age, creating an oppressive and overwhelm- 
ing weight of taxation, re.ndered douijly 
grievous by the inquisitorial and arbitrary 
mode of its exaction. 

3. That we have seen a delusive and 
fiietitiou» paper-currency, substituted in 
place of the valid coin of the realm, and 
the pernicious progress of measures and 



laws designed t6 giVt B forced value to 
such unnatural currency, evidently indi- 
cating the approaching confusion of the 
public finances, and the ruin of the public 
crtditori. 

4. Thai under the protection of a cotw 
rupt influence, which undermines all pubi. 
lie ^irit and principle, we have witnessed 
the most shameless and insulting disregard 
of public opinion, degrading instances of 
which have been the screening from jus- 
tice two individuals. Who were then, and 
now are, ministers of the crown, and who 
have been Openly charged with corrupt 
trafficing in seats in the House of Com- 
mons; by the refusal to inquire into the 
calamitous and disgraceful expedition to 
Walcheren ; and in \ht re-appointment of 
the Duke of York, against the unequivo- 
cal sense of the nation. 

5. That we have long sufFered under an 
impolitic and ruinous system of restric- 
tions on commerce, which, by an unhap- 
py policy, have converted the impotent 
threats of the enemy into a substantial in- 
Jury, and to which is to be attributed th* 
almost general ruin of our merchants, and 
the starving and wretched condition of the 
population of the' manufacturing districts, 
who, driven to despair, claim relief in a 
change of system, instead of an extension 
Of our already sanguinary penal code. 

6. Thit we have seen foreign mercena- 
ries introduced into our armies, and placed 
in command over Englishmen, at a time 
in which a great portion of our fellow-sub- 
jects are denied a participation of the very 
privileges which these foreigners enjoy. 

7. Tliat we have for a series of yean 
made many earnest representations of our 
grievances by petitions to the Throne, and 
to both Jiouses of Parliament, none of 
which have yet been redressed; on th6 
contrary, we observe an increased deter- 
mination to resist inquiry, to protect abu- 
ses, and to screen from punishment public 
dctinqucnis, and open violators of the 
law and the constitution, while the right 
of petitioning and the free access to the 
throne, secured by the Bill of Rights, have 
been denied to the people, and the public 
Press has been either corrupted or p«rse- 
cutcd. 

8. That these, and all other oppressions 
and grievances, are solely to be attributed 
to tha corrupt and inadequate state of the 
representation of the people. 

9. That from the avowed hostility of bit 
Royal Hignness the Prince Regent to the 
system so long pursued, aud'from a reliance 
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on his own declarations, we patiently 
bore with these grievances, looking for- 
ward with anxious solicitude to the period, 
when his Royal Highness should accede 
lb the full and unrestricted exercise of his 

risers, as the dawii of a new eta, when 
was expected those radical changes 
would have bteil effected, Which the feel- 
liigs and sufferings of the people, and the 
Actual Mate of tti« empire, so imperiously^ 
demattded 

10. That it i« with no less grief than as- 
tonishment we learnt that, notwithstanding 
the pledges which had been given, his 
ftoyal Highness had determined to conti- 
tiue those ministers in office, whose mal- 
verttitionsi and corruptions Imd been ren- 
dered as notorious as the sun at noon-day — 
who had uniformly evinced a total disregard 
of all public principle— and whose practi- 
ces had bMn chiefly tlirected to the cor- 
ruption of Parliament, and their own ag- 
graddiMment — thereby extending and con- 
firming that hatefnl system which had en- 
tailed so nauy miseries on the country. 

11. That the coiuinaance of such mi- 
tlistet-s in the service of the crown and of 
the public, destitute as they are of the 
«maUe$t claim to support on any public 
principle, can be attributed only to . the 
most disgraceful intrigues, and to the perni- 
cious influence of a despicable faction 
behind the throne — afflicting to a loyal and 
Intelligent people, and portentous to the 
welfare of the empire. 

12. That an humble anddutiful address and 
petition be presented to his Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent, representing our nume- 
rous grievances, and praying that his Roy- 
al Highness will be pleased to dismiss his 
present evil advisers, and to call such men 
and such men only, into the public service 
as stand pleclged to his Royal Highness aad 
the country, to devote their exertions in 
effecting the salutary reformations which 
at'e so imperio'UsIy required^to correct 
those abused and corruptions which have 
takeil root in every department of the 
state^— and to accempli»h that radical and 
effectual reform in the House of Commons 
vlihich shall make it truly speak the inde- 
pendent and loyal feelings of the people, 
rather than remain the convenient engine 
of the sini«ei' view's and corr'ujit measures 
of any minister for the time being. 

The Address and Petition to hi6 Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent was read and 
agreed to. 

Resolved-i-That the-ad^reiiand petition 
be si^ed by th* town Cleric, 

MiLtAiTHAa, no. t.x.1. 



Resolved^Tliat the Lord Mayor, Alder- 
men, Sheriff.., and a Peputation of twenty^ 
one Liverymen, attended by the Rjscor^er 
and City Officers, be desir.ed to present thif 
said address to bis Royal Highness the 
Ptince Regent. 

Resolved — That the Sheriffs, attended by 
the Remcmbrancervdo wait upon his Royr 
al Highness the Prince Rqg^nt to know his 
will and pleasure when he will be pleased 
to receive the said address. 

Resolved — ^That the Represenl^atires of 
lliis city in Parliament be inslrqctcdtb sup^ 
port the principles of the said address and 
petition in their places in parliament- 
Resolved — That the thanks of the Com- 
mon Hall be. given to Mr. Alderman 
Combe, for bis upright and independeixt 
conduct in parliament, as one of the R^ 
, presentatives of this City . 

Resolved — ^That the thanks of this Com- 
mon Hall be given to Messrs. Robert 
Waitbman and Samtiel Favelj the mo- 
ver and seconder of the resolutions. 

Resolved unanimously — That the thanks 
of the Common Hall be given to the Right 
Hon. the Lord .Mayor^ for his impartial 
conduct in the Chair this day. 

WOODTHORPE. 
T. N. Williams, Clerk, Common HalL 

HUNTER, MAYOR. 
In a Meeting or Assembly of the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Livferymen of the 
several cotnpanies of the city Of London^ 
to. Common Hall assembled, at the Guild- 
hall of the said city, on Tuesday the 7tli 
day of April, 1 81 2. 

Resolved,!. TJ»t it appears, from im- 
memorial usage, to have been the indispu- 
ted right of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Livery of Loudon, in Common Hjll 
assembled, tg present and read their peti- 
tiona and remonstrances to their sovereigns 
upon the Thronej and to receive answers 
to the same at the time of presentation. 

S. That" the rigbt of petitioning was as- 
serted at the revolution, and claimed, de- 
manded, and insisted up»n in the bill of 
rights, and is also secured by that clause of 
the coronation oath wliich pledges the 
Monarch to govern .according to the an- 
cient laws and customs of the realm ; a vio- 
lation of which, in regard to the right of 
petitioning,together with the seizurcof the 
City's charters, being among the Oljtrages 
tKailtd to the dethronement of the ti«i(se 
of Stuart, and to the constitutional -esta- 
blishiuent of the House of BiansWidt, 
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S. That when petitions »re presented 
and read totte King upon the Throne, the 
petitioners have the satisfaction of know- 
ing- that their complaints are heard ; but 
When they are presented at the Levee, they 
are immediately delivered- to the Lord in 
Waiting, and no answer given, nor have 
the petitioners any assUtance that their pe- 
tition is ever read, or its prayer known to 
the Sovereign. 

4. That this right, so essential to the 
good uiiderstandiiig which ought to subsist 
in a limited Monarchy, between" a consti- 
tutional King and a free people, was never 
called in question till the Livery of London, 
in the year 1775, prepared a remonstrance 
against tlie imp»litic system at that time 
pursuing against their fellow-subjects in 
America, which remonstrance, by counter- 
acting the misrepresentations or wicked 
t»inisters, might have prevented all the e- 
vils of the American war, had its argu- 
ments been allowed to reach the Royal 
Ear. 

5. That, in like manner, this right was 
denied shortly Sfter the commencement of 
the present ruinous, and, apparently inter- 
minable war, when the Livery of London, 
feeling and foreseeing its calamitous con- 
fr?(]<iences, sought to rescue their Sovereign 
and their country from the influence of 
those pernicious councils which, for £0 
years past, have filled the w'orld with mi- 
sery, and threatened to destroy the energies 
and resources of a gre^t, brave, and loyal 
people. 

P That (he right of approaching the 
Throne with our representations and re- 
monstrances, is not less important in the 
present alarming and complicated situaition 
of the empire, w^en, in addition to un- 
paralleled difficulties and dangers, the 
public councils are destitute of character, 
and when an odious faction behind the 
Throne endangers the honour of the Sove- 
reign, and insults the feelings of the country. 

7. That at such a crisis, the obstruction 
that has been given to the effective prp- 
sentalion of our dutiful petition and re- 
monstrance is an, aggravation of the pub- 
lie sufferings and an inauspicious omen of 
the impending destiny of the country, 
and'conld have been advised only by mi- 
nisters who are fearful of the effect of 
truth on the mind of their Sovereign, and 
who calculate on maintaining their power, 
by keeping him in ignorance of the com- 
plaints and real condition of his subjects. 

8. That the only reas<m assigned for 
not receiving our petitiens according to 



ancient usage, was contained in a let- 
ter from Lord Hertford to John Wilkes, 
esq. then Lord Mayor, wherein it is stated 
that the King has directed him to give 
notice, that for the future his majesty will 
not receive on the Throne any address, 
remonstrance, and petition, except from 
the body corporate ; but it nevertheless 
does appear that two addresses from the 
court of Lieutenancy of this city have 
since been received by His Majesty on the 
Throne — one on the 16th of December, 
1795, and the other on the 30th day of 
May, 1800 — although the said court of 
Lieutenancy does not constitute the body 
corporate of this city, while in October 
following a petition was refused from the 
Livery, in whom are invested the more im- 
portant rights of electing the chief Magis- 
trate, the Sheriffs, Ihe representatives in 
parliament, the Chamberlain, the Auditors 
of the city revenue, and other officers. 

9. The advisers of the answer of the 
Regent, by which our petition, as to all its 
useful purposies, has been rejected, have 
proved their enmity to the rights, privileges, 
and franchises of tliis city, their treachery 
to the honour and interests of the crown, 
and their contempt of the public voice, as 
conveyed by the largest corporate as- 
sembly in the empire. 

10. That oUr representatives in parlia- 
ment be, and are hereby instructed to sup- 
port all m easures which have for their ob- 
ject the investigation and reformation of 
public abuses.^the abolition ef useless 
places, pensions, reversions, and superfluous 
estahlishm,ents^ — the relief of the sufferings 
of the people, by re-opening the channels 
of commercial intercourse— the punishment 
of delinquents, however high their stations, 
and whether as tradets in public appoint- 
ments, or in seats in Ihe legislature — and, 
above all, the restoration of a full, equal, 
and free representation to the people. 

1 1. That the Sheriffs, attended by Mr. 
Remembrancer, do forthwith wait upon 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, and 
deliver into his Royal Highness' hand, in 
the name of the Lord. Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Livery of London, a fair copy of the 
foregoing resolutions, signed by the town 
clerk. 

12. That the resolutions of this day, to- 
gether with the petition, agreed to on the 
36th day of March last, be signed by the 
town clerk, and published in six morning 
and six evening papers. 

Resolved — That the thaiiks of this Com- 
mon Hall be given to the Right Hon. the 
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Iiord Mayor, for his upright and impar- 
tial conduct ^his day. 

Resolved— That the thanks of the Com- 
mon Hall be given to Samuel Birch, esq. 
and William Heygate, esq.Sberiffs, for tht ir 
prompt attention to the directions of the 
Common Hall, at their last meeting. 

Resolved unanimously— That the thanks 
of this Comrmon Ha;l be given to Robert 
Waithmao, esq. and Samuel Favell, esq. for 
their uniform and steady attachment to the 
rights of their fellow-citizens, and for 
their zeal and abilities displayed on the 
present occasion, 

WOODTHORPE, 

T. N. WiLLUMs, Clerk Com. Hall. 

Belfast, A fril^ 1812. 
At a numerous and respectable Mee'.ing 
of the Sovereign, Burgesses, Meicliants, 
Manufacturers, and other inhabitants of 
the town of Belfast, convened by pub- 
lic advertisement, the following resolu- 
tions were unanimously agreed to : — 
Thomas Verner, esq. Sovereign, 
In the Chair ; 
Resolved — That in the present distressed 
Mate of the. commerce and manufactures 
of the United Kingdom, it is incumbent on 
the Legislature to adopt the most etTectual 
measures for their relief. 

Resolved — That the discontinuance of 
the commercial moiiopoly of the East India 
Company, would be a most important mea- 
sure -of this kind,, 

Sl^Solved — ^That the monopoly, granted 
by chartei- to the East India Company, is 
impolitic and un}ust ; impolitic, as it is 
impossible that the Company can carry on 
the trade to the same extent or advantage, 
that private individuals could ; and unjust, 
as it deprives all the other subjects of the 
British Empire of their natural rights ; at 
the same time that this privilege is granted 
to foreign nations, in amity with his Ma- 
jesty. 

Resolved — That if it were possible to 
entertain a doubt respecting the superior 
competency of British individuals to carry 
on an extensive trade to the East, the ex- 
ample aiforded by the United -States of 
America completely removes it ; and the 
supposed delicacy of allowing a trade with 
China, isentirely done away, by the success 
which has attended the American traffic to 
that country. 

Resolvcd^That in no point of view can 
there be i reason for granting a monopoly 
V t^e Bast India Cotnpany ; because, if the 



trade can be carried on by them to greater 
advantage, than by individuals, they can 
have nothing to fear from competition ; and 
if they can so carry it on, tliey ought not 
to be permitted to retain such monopolyj 
so highly detrimental to the inhabitants at 
large of the United Kingdom. 

Resolved — ^That, confining the India 
trade to the port of London, is injurious 
to the other parts of the United Kingdom ; 
as they are unnecessarily subjected to the 
excessively heavy expences of that port, 
besides many other charges, consisting of 
commissions, freights, insurances, &c, &c. 

Resolved — That it is the opinion of this 
meeting, that petitions should be presented 
to both Houses of Parliament, praying 
that they may reject the application of the 
East India Company (or the renewal of 
their charter, to the exclusion of the other 
subjects of the British Empire. 

Resolved — That the Marquis of Donr- 
gall be requested to present our petition to 
the house of Lords, and Sir Edward May, 
Bart. Member for this town,-to the houst 
of Commons ; and that copies be forward- 
ed to the Marquis of Hertford, and Earl 
O'Neill;- and to the Members for this 
County, the Hon. John O'Neill, and Ed- 
mund Alexander M'Naghten, esq. request- 
ing their support to the same. 

Resolved — That this tneeting do approve 
of the petition now- read, and tliat the 
Sovereign be requested to sign it in the 
name, and on behalf of the Sovereign, 
Burgesses, Merchants, Manufacturers, ana 
Inhabitants of Belfast. 

Resolved — That the proceedings of this 
meeting,be twice published in both the 
Belfast Newspapers, and in two Dublin pa- 
pers. The Slfening J'ojt and Cerrespoiidmt. 

The Sovereign having left the Chair, 
and Robert Bradshaw, esq, having best 
called thereto. 

The thanks of the meeting were unani- 
mously voted to the Sovereign, for his rea- 
diness in convening it, and for his very 
proper conduct in the Chair. 

R. Bradshaw. 

MANCHESTER, 2Sth MARfiH, 1812. 

At a most numerous and highly respect- 
able meeting of the inhabitants of Man- 
chester, convened by the Boroughreeve 
and Constables, pursuant to a requisi- 
tion, to consider of the propriety of pe- 
titioning Government to discontinue 
such parts of the £ast India Company's 



